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THE mumber of immigrants
wha settled In {relai@ o
ing the past decadniswithony
precedent in the Western
worid, the ¥conomic angd
Social Research Instituze
{ESRI) said yesterday,
Suzters) Furapeans made up
uver 4pe of the papulation by
2007 efter betng a naglipgibic
pencentags of {Ee pupulation
st five years eariier
I» Britain, the immigran:
pupuiation vose by 2pcin the 30
vears piter 1960, i added.
Just over 10,000 Eastern
Huropeans lived in lreland §p
2002 while the figure was
200,000 by 7002 The influx was
swelled by the Governments
detision w allow Eastern Earo-
peans i tagve peregarkier than
most ather-EU countries after
the EU expanded i 2004.
Britam aad Sweden wara the
only othar ountries 10 opan
shieir bonders 10 all new Bl cit-
wzens and many countries st
fave restrictions in place today.
“There’s heen an tbsolutely
SRSLTNSE, Enotmots Inflow”
B SO wers oW reiurming,
auid the ESRIS Alen Barmatt.
Recent figores suggest

around 34,000 leftthe counny
in the first few months of this
year afer losing their jobs and
seaing cartaity wnemplisment
benefts dryup, he addid

Br Barrest £aid it was good |
for Lreland when the jobless |

trrmigeants retnrned home,

i
|

“T dos't want to he peliticdl- :

v incorrect but thereare bene-
fits durings a dovwentim of peaple
flowing outwnrds”™

Edugated

German econamist Martin
Enbanes, wha gave 8 presenta-
Hon at the EXRI, said Treland's
decision to open the horders
early had ensured that the best
educated jmutigrants came
nere, while countries that
opened their borders later
becams home Wrpoctly sdndat-
ed immigeants.

Eastern Europeznps earn
betweern 35pc end #0pe less
than their irish tounterparts
Buthave very high erployment
rales, with around 80pg of the
tota) pupulnting worlGng com-
paved to 59ne of Itfsh nationale,

The Dow of forelgn warkers
Gad kept wages down here,
They wonld be 78pe higher dus
0 lnbowr shortages if we had
not accepted Exrstern furo-
peans, Dr Barret! said,



