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WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

The World Bank, Washington, DC          November 2008 to present                                       

 

Senior Economist        July 2013 to present 

 Leading World Bank poverty analysis for Pakistan and Sri Lanka   

 Managing statistical grant to improve statistical capacity in Pakistan  

 Serving as regional focal point for poverty sector board  

 

Labor Economist.                                           November, 2008 to June, 2013   

 Conceived and co-edited “Working through the Crisis”, which captures and 

disseminates lessons learned from the great recession for policymakers, 

international organizations, researchers, and other key stakeholders to inform 

future policy responses to crises.  Co-authored four of seven chapters.   

 Led the production of three background papers for the 2013 World Development 

Report on Jobs.  Recruited and mentored three consultant co-authors.    

 Managed DGF-funded Global Partnership for Youth Employment. Focused 

partners on generating and disseminating evidence on program effectiveness.   

 Designed and led impact evaluation for Urban Youth Employment Program, a 

$16 million World Bank-funded project that provides temporary employment and 

on-the-job training to disadvantaged youth in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.    

  

The World Bank,  Jakarta, Indonesia                           August, 2007 to November 2008 

Senior Economist Consultant.      

 Co-task team leader of “the Indonesian Jobs Report”, which analyzed 

employment outcomes and policies in Indonesia. Report shared with Government 

of Indonesia to inform ongoing debates on labor regulations and education.    

 Co-authored 6 of 10 chapters  

 Co-led four team members in authoring chapters. Encouraged junior staff to take 

on more responsibility and provided mentorship and presentation opportunities. 

 

International Monetary Fund , Washington, DC                     August 2004 to July 2007 

Technical Assistance Advisor.  

 Participated as team member on missions to Bangladesh, Ghana, the Gambia, 

Honduras, the Philippines, Senegal, and Sudan to co-author reports on the 

incidence and size and of food and fuel subsidies and options to compensate poor 

households for price adjustments.  Shared analysis in discussions with 

counterparts in the Ministry of Finance in Bangladesh, Ghana, and the 

Philippines.   
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Federal Trade Commission, Washington DC         August 2002 to July 2004 

Staff Economist.  

 Estimated consumer injury from loan data and explained methodology to staff 

attorneys in cases brought by Bureau of Consumer Protection against fraudulent 

lenders and mortgage servicers  

 

 

The World Bank, Jakarta, Indonesia          June 1999 to August 1999  

Short-term Consultant.  

 Replicated and verified statistical office’s calculations of national poverty lines 

using Indonesian household survey data for SMERU, a local research institute.   
 

 

EDUCATION 
 

Cornell University (Ithaca, NY),  Ph.D. in Economics, 2002 

   Committee: Gary Fields, Chris Barrett, George Jakubson, and Ravi Kanbur  

  Fields: Development Economics, Labor Economics, and Applied Econometrics.  

   Dissertation: Household Income Dynamics in Indonesia, 1993-1997.  

 

Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH),  BA with honors in Economics, 1995 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

“Self-Employment in the Developing World”, 2014, World Development, vol 56 no. 1 

(with T.H. Gindling) 

 

“Working through the Crisis: Jobs and Policies in Developing Countries during the Great 

Recession”, 2013, Directions in Development, World Bank, Washington D.C. (With 

Arup Banerji, Pierella Paci, and David Robalino)  

 

“How did the Great Recession affect different types of workers? Evidence from 17 

Middle-Income countries”, 2013, World Development, vol 41 no. 1 (with Yoonyoung 

Cho)   

 

“The Value of Vocational Education: High school type and labor market outcomes in 

Indonesia”, World Bank Economic Review, 2011,  vol. 25 no.3  (with Daniel Suryadarma) 

 

“Does Health Aid Matter?”, Journal of Health Economics, 2009, vol. 28 no. 4 (with 

Prachi Mishra)  
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“The Correlation of Youth Physical Activity with State Policies”, Contemporary 

Economic Policy, 2007,  vol. 25 no. 4 (with John Cawley and Chad Mayerhoefer) 

 

“The Impact of State Physical Education Requirements on Youth Physical Activity and 

Overweight”, Health Economics, 2007, vol. 16 no. 12 (with John Cawley and Chad 

Mayerhoefer)  

 

“The Effect of School Type on Academic Achievement: Evidence from Indonesia”, 

Journal of Human Resources, 2006, vol. 41 no. 3 (with Kathleen Beegle) 

 

“Ghana: Evaluating the fiscal and social costs of increases in domestic fuel prices”, in A. 

Coudouel, A. Dani and S. Paternostro, eds., Analyzing the distributional impacts of 

reforms: Operational experience in implementing poverty and social impact analysis. 

World Bank, Washington DC, 2006. (with David Coady) 

 

“The Persistence of Income Shocks: Evidence from Indonesia”, Review of Development 

Economics, 2005, vol. 9 no. 3 

 

“For richer or for poorer? Evidence from Indonesia, South Africa, Spain and Venezuela”, 

Journal of Economic Inequality, 2003, Vol. 1 no. 1 (with Paul Cichello, Gary Fields, 

Samuel Freije, and Marta Menendez)  

 

“Household Income Dynamics: A four country story.” Journal of Development Studies, 

Vol. 40 no. 2, 2003 (with Paul Cichello, Gary Fields, Samuel Freije, and Marta 

Menendez) 

 

 

WORKING PAPERS  

 

“The Role of Sectoral Growth Patterns in Labor Market Development”, 2012, World 

Bank Policy Research Working Paper 6250 (with Javier Arias-Vazquez and Jean N. Lee) 
 

“Severance Pay Compliance in Indonesia”, 2012, World Bank Policy Research Working 

Paper 5933 (with Vera Brusentsev and Wayne Vroman)   

 

“Fewer jobs or smaller paychecks? Aggregate Crisis Impacts in Selected Middle Income 

Countries”, 2011, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper  no. 5791 (with Gaurav 

Khanna and Pierella Paci)  
 

“The distributional impact of past climate variability in Indonesia”, 2009, Policy 

Research Working Paper 5070 (with Outi Korkeala) 

 

“Distributional Implications of VAT reform in the Philippines”, IMF Working Paper 

07/153 (with Daria Zakharova)   
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 “The Magnitude and distribution of fuel subsidies: evidence from Bolivia, Ghana, 

Jordan, Mali, and Sri Lanka”, IMF Working Paper 06/247 (with David Coady, Moataz 

El-Said, Robert Gillingham, Kangni Kpodar, and Paolo Medas)   
       

 

WORK IN PROGRESS 

 

Jobs, Unemployment, and Social Safety Nets in Latvia: What Does the Administrative 

Data Tell us?  (With Ija Trapeznikova and Tara Bedi)  

 

Self-Employment Wage Penalties and Labor Market Regulations around the World (with 

TH Gindling and Nadwa Mossaad)  

 

“Cognitive Skills and Youth Labor Market Outcomes” (with Jean N. Lee)  

 

“Access to Public Infrastructure and Housing Values in Indonesia” (with Chris Barrett 

and Chayanee Chawanote)    

 

“What are the permanent and transitory effects of entering labor market during a 

recession? Evidence from Indonesia” (with John Giles and Firman Witoelar)  

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

 

Cornell University            Ithaca, NY  

Instructor. Taught and prepared lectures for Introduction to Labor Economics. Average 

overall course rating: 3.9 out of 5. Spring 2002.  

         

Atma Jaya University                Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

Princeton-In-Asia Fellow. Taught and designed curriculum for English extension classes. 

1995-1997 

 

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 
 

IZA/World Bank Conference on Employment and Development (2012, 2010, 2009)  

Northeast Universities Development Conference (2009, 2004, 2002, and 2000) 

Minnesota Development Economics Conference (2007, 2004) 

NBER Summer Institute (2005) 

Meetings of the Society of Labor Economists (May 2002) 
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