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Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, Santiago, Chile.Appointments
Research Director, since 2022
Associate Professor of Economics, since 2021
Assistant Professor of Economics, 2019-2021
Assistant Professor of Economics and Political Science, 2016-2019
Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia.
Assistant Professor of Economics, 2014-2015

Brown University, Providence, RI USAEducation
Ph.D., Economics, May 2014

Brown University, Providence, RI USA
M.A., Economics, May 2009

Universidad de San Andrés, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Graduate Studies in Economics, 2007

Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina
B.A. in Economics, 2003

Political Economy, Economic Development, Economic Growth, and CliometricsResearch
Interests

“When a Strike Strikes Twice: Massive Student Mobilizations and Teenage Pregnancy in Chile” (withPublications

(in reverse
chronological
order)

Pablo Celhay and M. Cristina Riquelme) Journal of Development Economics, Volume 170, Septem-
ber 2024.

“The Virus of Fear: The Political Impact of Ebola in the US” (with Filipe Campante and Ruben Du-
rante) American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, Volume 16, No. 1, January 2024, Pages
480-509

“The Origins of the Division of Labor in Pre-Modern Times” (with Ömer Özak) Journal of Economic
Growth, Volume 25, September 2020, Pages 297–340

“Building Nations Through Shared Experiences: Evidence from African Football” (with Filipe Campante
and Ruben Durante) American Economic Review, volume 110, issue 5, May 2020, Pages 1572-1602

“Unexpected Guests: The Impact of Internal Displacement Inflows on Rental Prices in Colombian Host
Communities” (with Rafael Santos) Journal of Development Economics, volume 134, September
2018, Pages 289-309

“Malaria and Early African Development: Evidence from Sickle Cell Trait” (with David Weil)- Eco-
nomic Journal, volume 128, issue 610, May 2018, Pages 1207-1234

“Fear of Obama: An Empirical Study of the Demand for Guns and the US 2008 Presidential Election”
Journal of Public Economics, Volume 130, October 2015, Pages 66 - 79

Research
Papers “(De Facto) Historical Ethnic Borders and Contemporary Conflict in Africa” (with Ömer Özak)

“State History and Contemporary Conflict: Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa”

“Followed by Violence: Forced Immigration and Homicides” (Joint with Rafael Santos)

“The Political Consequences of Vaccines: Quasi-experimental evidence from eligibility rules” (with Felipe
Gónzalez)

“Political Alignment, Inter-Juridictional Cooperation and Crime in Mexico” (Ruben Durante and Emilio
Gutierrez)

“(De Facto) Historical Ethnic Borders and Land Tenure in Sub-Saharan Africa” (with Ömer Özak)
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“Ethnic Discrimination During the Impressionable Years” (with Ömer Özak)Work in
Progress “Social Cohesion at the Ethnic Border” (with Ömer Özak)

“The Life of Others: Explaining Differences in News Coverage of Human Losses on U.S. Media” (with
Filipe Campante and Ruben Durante)

“Capitalizing on an Unexpected Shock: Strategic Behavior of Politicians During the 2014 U.S. Elections”
(with Filipe Campante and Ruben Durante)

“One team, one nation: Football, identity and conflict in Africa” Nation Building Big Lessons fromBook Chapters
Successes and Failures. Dominic Rohner and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya (Editors). CEPR. 2023.

(scheduled*, webinar**, postponed***)Invited
Seminars,
Talks, and
Conferences

2024: University of Queensland, University of Sydney, UNSW, Keynote Speaker 10th Workshop for
Young Economists -Lima School of Economics*
2023: RIDGE Workshop on Public Economics, Universidad de Talca, AAEP 2023
2022: University of Lausanne, University of Copenhagen, SECHI 2022, CEA - Universidad de Chile,
Universidad de Montevideo, Universidad Adolfo Ibanez, RedNIE, LACEA 2022, UTDT, Universidad de
San Andrés
2021: Brown University Political Economy Group**, SECHI 2021**, Wilfrid Laurier University**,
LACEA 2021**
2020: BCDE**, LANE HOPE, PUC-Chile**, U del Rosario**, Universidad de San Andrés **, UC
Merced**, UC Davis***, Brown University***
2019: Workshop on Historical Political Economy (NYU-Abu Dhabi), 15th International Conference
WEAI Tokyo, Usach, Conference on Long-Run Development in Latin America (Uniandes), Central Bank
of Chile, Seventh EH-Clio Lab Conference, 6th OzClio workshop (UNSW), Universidad de Chile

2018: UAndes, 2018 MIPP Workshop on Political Economy and Political Science, 23th Annual LACEA
Meeting 2017 (Guayaquil), Universidad Diego Portales, SECHI 2018, 7th GREThA International Con-
ference on Economic Development (University of Bordeaux), PUC Rio, Getulio Vargas Foundation -
Sao Paulo School of Economics, University of Laussane, Conference on Long-Run Development in Latin
America (LSE, UK), WGAPE Meeting Jan 2018 (NYU-Abu Dhabi)

2017: Universidad de San Andrés, 2017 MIPP Workshop in Political Economy and Political Science,
22nd Annual LACEA Meeting 2017 (Buenos Aires), SECHI 2017, 2017 APSA Annual Meeting (San
Francisco), 2017 NBER SI Development, 2017 NBER SI Income Distribution and Macroeconomics, 2017
AL CAPONE meeting (Universidad de Chile), World Bank Conference on Impacts of Refugees and
IDPs on Host Communities (DC), CSAE Conference 2017 (Oxford), University of Nottingham, Southern
Methodist University, 2017 ASSA Annual Meeting (Chicago)

2016: 21st Annual LACEA Meeting 2016 (Medelĺın), George Washington University, NEUDC (MIT
Sloan, 2016), Universidad Diego Portales, Universidad de Chile, Pontificia Universidad Católica, RIDGE/
LACEA-PEG Workshop on Political Economy, 2016 AL CAPONE (Universidad Torcuato Di Tella),
Fourth EH-Clio Lab Conference, Universidad Alberto Hurtado, 2016 MIPP Workshop in Political Econ-
omy and Political Science

2015: Experiments in Governance and Politics (UCLA), CSAE Conference 2015 (Oxford), RIDGE/LACEA
-PEG Workshop on Political Economy, Universidad del Rosario, Universidad Católica de Chile, Third
EH-Clio Lab Conference, Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Banco de la República de Colombia

2014: LACEA Sao Paulo 2014, Southern Methodist University, Brown University, Universidad de los
Andes, ITAM, Getulio Vargas Foundation - Sao Paulo School of Economics, Getulio Vargas Foundation
- Graduate School of Economics, Notre Dame University, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2013: BWGAPE Fall 2013 Meeting (Institute for Quantitative Social Science at Harvard University),
NEUDC 2013 (Harvard University), Universidad de San Andrés

Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile (since 2016): Macroeconomics I (Undergrad), Economic GrowthTeaching
Experience (Undergrad), Quantitative Methods for Political Science (Phd), Macroeconomics (MBA), , Macroeco-

nomics (MBA - Guatemala) Introduction to Macroeconomics (Central Bank of Honduras), Applied Mi-
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croeconometrics (Central Bank of Nicaragua), Causal Inference (Central Bank of Nicaragua)

Universidad de los Andes (2014-2015): Economic Growth, Topics of Economic Growth, Master’s Thesis
Seminar, Economics of Constitution and Democracy

Brown University (2009 - 2014): Intermediate Macroeconomics, Politics and Finance, Introduction to the
Global Business Environment (Pre-College Course), Economic Growth and Development (Pre-College
Course)

Universidad de Buenos Aires (2001 - 2007): Microeconomics, Econometrics, Advanced Macroeconomics,
Mathematics for Economists

Fondecyt Regular, National Commission of Scientific and Technological Research of Chile (CONICYT),Research
Grants 2024-2027.

Fondecyt Regular, National Commission of Scientific and Technological Research of Chile (CONICYT),
2020-2022.

Fondecyt Iniciación, National Commission of Scientific and Technological Research of Chile (CONICYT),
2016-2019.

Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile: Outstanding teaching award (2021)Awards and
Fellowships Brown University: Professor Borts Prize Oustanding Ph.D. Dissertation in Economics, Merit Dissertation

Fellowship, Dissertation Writing Fellowship, Abramson Prize for best third-year research paper, Spatial
Structures in the Social Sciences (S4), Graduate School Fellowship (2008-2012)

Universidad de San Andrés: Graduate School Fellowship

Editorial Service. Journal of Comparative Economics, Associate Editor, 2023 - presentService to the
Profession Referee for Quarterly Journal of Economics, American Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy,

Review of Economic Studies, Econometrica, Journal of the European Economic Association, Review of
Economics and Statistics, Economic Journal, Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Economic Growth,
Journal of Development Economics, Review of Economic Dynamics, International Economic Review, Eu-
ropean Economic Review, Journal of Comparative Economics, American Political Science Review, Jour-
nal of Economic Behavior and Organization, Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization, Journal of
Development Studies, World Development, Economic Inquiry, Economica, Review of International Or-
ganizations, Energy Economics, Canadian Journal of Economics, Scottish Journal of Political Economy,
Journal of Scandinavian Economics, Journal of Globalization and Development, Review of Economics
and Institutions, Journal of Applied Economics, Bulletin of Economic Research, Conflict Management
and Peace Science,Defence and Peace Economics, Journal of Housing Economics, Journal of Poverty
Alleviation and International Development, International Studies Quarterly, Studies in Ethnicity and
Nationalism, American Politics Research, GeoJournal, Research and Politics , SAGE Open, FONDE-
CYT, Revista Desarrollo y Sociedad, Revista de Ciencia Poĺıtica, Estudios Públicos, Universidad del
Rosario

At PUC Chile: Job Market Junior Hiring Committee PUC, 2021-; organizer Applied Seminars PUC
2020-2021. Member of the Reviewer Group (Economics) for the National Research Council of Chile
(ANID).

Former Students/Research Assistants now in PhDs: Carlos Molina (MIT, Econ), Catalina Morales (Mary-Advising
land, Econ), M. Cristina Riquelme (Maryland, Econ), Jose Miguel Pascual (Chicago, Harris), Sebastian
Melo (UBC, Econ), Antonio Mahana (MIT, Polisci), Lucas Schmitz (Yale, Econ)

CAF, Consultant (2023). Horizontal Cooperation and the Quality of Public Good Provision in a Decen-Professional
Experience
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tralized System with a Fragmented Political Landscape.

World Bank, Consultant (2021). Development and Political Economy in El Salvador.

World Bank, Consultant (2015). IDP and Host Communities in Colombia.

IGC International Growth Centre, Consultant (2011)

World Bank, Junior Country Economist (2006-2008)

CEF - Center for Financial Stability (Think Tank), Economist (2006)

CEDES - Center of Studies of State and Society (Think Tank), Research Assistant (2004-2006)

Born in Argentina. Married, Two children (b. 2011 and 2015)Personal
Information
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